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Christmas 2020 

 
Original artwork created by  

Deb Johnson.  

A book about us has 

been released! 

A collection of stories from St. 

Jude’s, titled Divine  Aloha,  

has been released, by Cynthia 

Cutts. The book includes stories 

by many of our members and 

visiting priests. The book’s     

introduction is written by Buffy 

Hites, a former columnist for  
  

See “Divine Aloha” continued on page 10  

Exciting Christmas Eve  

plans inside! 

See page 19 for details. 
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ADVENT WREATH 

BY CORDELIA BURT 

Advent Wreath 
A circle usually covered with evergreen foli-
age, with four candle holders.  Candle colors 
may vary: four purple or white, or three purple 
and one rose or pink.   
 
A purple candle is lighted on the First, Second 
and Fourth Sunday of Advent.   
 
On the third Sunday the rose/pink candle is lit, 
reflecting the tradition that the lessons for the 
Third Sunday are more celebratory than on 
the other Sundays.   

 
In some churches the rose 
pink candle honors Mary.  
 

A recent development in Advent wreaths is the 
Christmas candle—usually a larger white can-
dle in the center of the wreath, lit on Christmas 
Eve midnight services.   
 
 
While large Advent wreaths are used in 
churches, smaller versions can form the focus 
of family devotions during the season. 
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    Around the church yard 
By Contributing Editor Don Hatch 

(Also St. Jude’s Bishop’s Warden)  

Thursday afternoon Free Hot Meal: On 
Thursday, Oct. 8

th
 St. Jude’s hosted Free 

Meals every Thursday starting at 4:00 
pm until the food ran out.  

Faye Miller organized this effort, cooked 
the food and arranged for the volunteers. 
She also discussed the free meals with 
several businesses in Ocean View and 
has received contributions of food from 
the Malama Market and BJ’s Pizza. 

Since starting the Thursday meal pro-
gram they have served on 7 Thursdays.  
They served a total of 280 meals, and 
the average is 40 meals each week.  

Thanksgiving Meal for our Saturday 
Family:  The Thanksgiving meal for our 
Saturday family is a family custom that 
Dan Garrett and Steve Stigall shared 
with St. Jude’s when they joined the con-
gregation in 2016.  

On Nov. 21
st
, 2020 we had our Annual 

Thanksgiving meal.  We had seven 
roasted turkeys, with Dan, Steve, Anna, 
Karen, Cordelia, and Phyl cooking them.  
We also had lots of stuffing, mashed po-
tatoes, gravy, green beans, and rolls. We 
finished it up with pumpkin pie topped 
with whipped cream.    

When I arrived, 30 minutes before doors 
opened, the upper parking lot was full of 
cars and there were people lined up wait-
ing. 

Before we opened, the servers put the 
pumpkin pie and whipped cream in a 
small container and placed them on the 
table by the door.  

A food serving line was set up, where the 
first person put turkey into the container, 
then passed it to the second person who 
added the stuffing, then green beans, and 
mashed potatoes. The last person put the 

gravy over the mashed potatoes, closed 
the container and handed it to Steve, who 
passed the meals out through the door.  

Most people took the meals home, but a 
few people sat on the benches outside of 
the church and ate their meal.   

While I was taking pictures, one of the 
people sitting on one of the benches  

See “Church yard,” continued on page 13 
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Thursday hot meal is a great   

success, thanks to Faye and her 

crew of volunteers.  
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I apologize for no personal report on Kailoki's. It 
is indoor dining and we are  avoiding doing that 
right now. However, those who have gone have 
reported the food is very ono. They are serving 
real breakfasts a few days a week and we love 
breakfasts. Sad for our tummies. 
 
Something new we tried but it has been around 
for sometime. We stopped off at Humpy's Big 
Island Alehouse on Ali'i Drive in town. It is up-
stairs (I think they are where Foster's was but 
not sure)  and open air with a nice roof. There is 
an elevator in back-"Coconut Grove" lot by the 
Croc sign.   
 
We toodled on up and found a very nice, safe 
spot. Right now with the lack of tourists, it was 
pretty quiet. There was us, the cook and bar-
tender/wait person and 2 customers at different 
locations. They spaced the tables out and eve-
ryone was masked up who helped. The menu, 
like so many now, is very limited but it has some 
variety. Our bartender/wait person was friendly 
and obliging.   
 
We both ordered burgers. Anna had the classic 
cheeseburger ($13.00)and I had the paniolo 
burger ($16.00). We asked the burgers to be 
cooked medium rare and that is what we got to 
our delight.  They use a real cheddar for the 
cheese, gooey and sharp.  
 
We were both happy with our meals. Burgers 
came on seedless buns with the usual accom-
paniments-lettuce, tomato,   onions. Mine also 
had bacon and BBQ sauce. BBQ sauce was bit 
too tomato-y for my liking but it went well with 
the accompanying fries. Fries were outtada 
park. They had a light, light dusting of panko on 
them and they were CRISPY.  
 
 

Besides burgers there were fish choices,       
salads, sandwiches, some dinner options that I 
cannot recall but prices were competitive. Our 2 
burgers with fries came to $30 with tax. We did 
not order anything to drink but it has a very full 
bar. This will become a stop for us. Good food, 
nice staff and felt like they were trying to keep 
us safe. Girls say go graze! 
 
Humpy's Big Island Ale House: open daily but 
the hours posted  are no longer the hours they 
keep right now.  In the Coconut Grove complex 
over the Croc sign.  Elevator for those of us who 
don't do stairs. Open air, spaced tables, consci-
entious employees and good food. Full bar, 
credit cards accepted. 
 
Looks like Coffee Shack re-opened. They shut 
down suddenly for a few weeks. I can guess as 
to why but no matter. They are back open. 
 
A show on Netflix-"The Good Place".   
Hilarious, and likely a heretical take on the after 
life. Not G rated even though it was on regular 
broadcast TV. But funny, snarky, occasionally 
"AHA."  Four seasons and I don't think there are 
more than 12 episodes per season. Most      
episodes are 22 mins. Check it out… 
 
If you are looking for something more    mature 
and dark, try "Mindhunters" on  Netflix. It is 
about the beginning of the FBI's fabulous VI-
CAP (Violent Crime Apprehension Program )-
violent offenders and serial murderers data 
base and  profiling. Not for everyone by any 
means but it is a fascinating look at the begin-
ning of a prestigious  program that helps agen-
cies catch bad guys. 
 
In the meantime, wear your masks and wash 
your hands. We are hoping for better days by 
mid- February.  

 

Groovin’ with the Grazing Girlz 

By Karen Pucci 

Humpy's Big Island Alehouse 
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November 21, 2020 
 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner at St. Jude’s  

Special thanks to Steve and Dan and all the volunteers who made the annual 

community Thanksgiving feast happen, despite COVID concerns.  

On Saturday, November 21st, 120 takeout 

Thanksgiving dinners were served up and         

distributed at the door.  Some took their meals 

home, others sat down on the church benches 

and enjoyed their meal on the spot. Everyone 

practiced social distancing and masks were       

required.  

We are so grateful to all those who roasted       

turkeys, shopped for groceries, cooked, served, 

cleaned, funded and prayed for the success of this 

event.  
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TURNING PAGES 
WITH ANNA TOWNER 

6 

Books About 
Books 
 
We usually think about which book shall 
we read? In my case, I am usually read-
ing at least two books at a time, if not 
more. However, in case we have no idea 
what to read or where to start,  we can 
turn to books that give us a multitude of 
titles and genres to choose from.  
 
This is a list of books about books. I will 
provide titles, authors and brief descrip-
tions. Some might be new to you, some 
are classics. 
 
Death on Demand by  Carolyn  G. Hart 
is  the first in the Death on Demand se-
ries. Annie Lawrence runs a mystery 
bookstore in South Carolina and commis-
sions paintings, which provide clues to a 
mystery. Solve the mystery and win the 
book. You learn a lot about this genre 
through her novels. I enjoyed the series. 
 
FAHRENHEIT 451 by Ray Bradbury is a 
classic and still pertinent to current times. 
Certain authors/subjects are not tolerated 
and must be burned in this dystopia new 
picture of the future.  “Monday burn Mil-
lay, Wednesday Whitman, Friday Faulk-
ner,  burn 'em all to ashes, then burn the 
ashes." On my list to read soon in order to 
see what is to be burned and are they ac-
cepted today? Confession- did not finish it 
in high school.  
 
1984 by George Orwell is "a world cor-
rupted by technology and the perversion 

of language" and fake news. They are 
told what to think, feel, do and read. It is a 
satire and, like FAHRENHEIT 451, espe-
cially relevant today. Think I  loved it, but 
found it unsettling at first read and dis-
turbing now. 
 
The Library Book by Susan Orlean is 
more about libraries than books, but it is 
also about what libraries house, who work 
in libraries and who uses them.. A very 
good read as was her The Orchid Thief: 
a true story of beauty and obsession. 
 
The Best American Non-Required 
Reading 2017 is edited and introduced 
by historian Sarah Vowell and also edited 
by 826 High School Students . What a 
field of opinion! "Sarah Vowell works with 
a group of high school students to select 
the year's best fiction, journalism, poetry, 
essays, and comics aimed at readers age 
fifteen and up. I have only dipped into this 
book, but have enjoyed it immensely thus 
far. Her Unfamiliar Fishes had me laugh-
ing hysterically.  
 
Elementary, She Read by Vicki Delany is 
definitely for those who love and admire 
Sherlock Holmes. Gemma Doyle runs 
The Sherlock Holmes Bookshop and Em-
porium which sells books, teapots, 
games, puzzles and anything that can tie 
into Holmes . First in the series and see if 
you can detect the irony of Gemma's 
character as she isn't all that "into" the 
world of Sherlock Holmes. Enjoyed it 
(was a freebie from B & N).cozy. 
 
See “Books” continued on page 9 
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December Flavor  

of the Month 

  The Reverend  

Richard Stetson 

 

Returning to serve St. Jude’s for         
December and January,  we welcome 
The Reverend Richard Stetson. Father 
Richard will serve us from his home in  
Vancouver.   
 
Welcome back, Father Richard and     
Michael!   

  6    Second Sunday of Advent 
 
12     Big Island Giving Tree 8:30 am 
 
13     Third Sunday of Advent 
 
19     Keiki Christmas  10 - Noon 
   
20    Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
21     Ka’u Food Pantry Distribution 
 

24    Christmas Eve  
         Carols in the Car   3:30 p.m.   
        
24      Christmas Eve Worship On-line       
  Live on Zoom at 6 p.m.  
 
24    Christmas Eve Aloha Hour   
         on Zoom 7:15 p.m. 
  
 25    Christmas Day 
    
 27   First Sunday after Christmas Day 

 

Dates to Remember 
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Ka’u Food Pantry Distribution 
December 21st 

Ka'u Food Pantry, will hold a drive-thru 
distribution on December 21st.   

For emergency assistance please call   
Allan Humble at 253-486-3917. 
 
The Ka'u Food Pantry, Inc., is staffed en-
tirely by volunteers and is a non profit 
agency whose mission is to feed the hun-
gry of Ocean View.  As a non profit, the 
Pantry is able to purchase food from the 
Hawaii Food Basket at 18¢ per pound. 
One dollar can buy a half of a case of food 
to help your community.   

Donations of non perishable food items 
and funding are welcomed.  

You may    donate funds via St. Jude's-
just write Food Pantry in the memo area 
of your check. Checks maybe written di-
rectly to the Food Pantry as well. Make 
the checks payable to the Ka'u Food Pan-
try, Inc., P.O. Box 6184, Ocean View, HI 
96737.  

Your     monetary and food donations may 
be tax deductible.  Mahalo nui loa for all 
your support. 

 

December Birthdays 

    2    Vinnie Rexroat 
   4    Phyl Laymon 
   4    Faye Miller 
 12    Evelyn Cossich 
 13    Thom White 
 31    Don Hatch 
 31    Ginger Stewart   
 

December Anniversaries 
 
   4    Beverly Nelson & Don Hatch 

 17    Rev. Cathy & John McDonald 
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Books 
Continued from page 6 
 
The Cookbook Collector by Allegra 
Goodman is a National book Award Win-
ner . Jess runs an antiquarian bookstore. 
You can probably guess the subject 
probed by Goodman - eating, cook-
ing  and maybe friendship. Loved it. 
 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak is set 
in 1939 Nazi Germany and revolves 
around nine year old Liesel. She not only 
loves books, but values them and tries to 
save some that were to be burned. She 
lives with foster parents as the concentra-
tion camp took her parents; one foster 
parent understands her love of the written 
word, the other doesn't.  
Loved the book and the movie sticks to 
the story and is well cast. 
 
Shakespeare Saved My Life by Laurie 
Bates relates how working to understand 
Shakespeare changed a prisoner's behav-
ior and attitude, thereby literally saving his 
life. Several plays are mentioned and the 
"class" actively participates in discussing 
the plays and their meaning then and to 
them now. Highly recommended.  
 
The Lost and Found Bookshop by     
Susan Wiggs is not a book I thought I 
would be reading as Wiggs is not a fave 
author of mine, but I could not resist the 
title. The protagonist inherits a failing 
bookstore and decides to give it a go. 
While the store is undergoing repairs she 
and the contractor's daughter read togeth-
er and begin to see a new perspective to 
life and living. Ended up loving it. She tells 
a good story. 

 
How to Talk About Books You Have-
n't  Read is exactly what it says. Peter 
Bayard provides the information you need 
to sound knowledgeable about your un-
read or unfinished book. Interesting collec-
tion of authors and amazed at what he 
thinks. He tells you  if he has read it, 
skimmed it etc. I definitely found it inter-
esting but a bit dry. 
 
THE WESTERN CANON: THE BOOKS 
AND SCHOOLS OF THE AGES by Har-
old Bloom is a classic and again is exactly 
what the title states. Bloom has included 
26 authors he deems in his wisdom to be 
invaluable to our society. I don't argue that 
these are important plays, poetry or nov-
els but it is mainly "dead white men". Emi-
ly Dickinson is briefly covered as is Pablo 
Neruda, Borges, but he does include Vir-
ginia Woolf' wonderful Orlando: Feminism 
as the Love of Reading. However for 
$1.99 I  do consider it a good investment 
and still have  a few more to read. 
 
I have more,  but it will have to wait until 
the next issue  Happy Reading! 
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Divine Aloha   

Continued from page 1 

Talk Story, who now lives in Iowa. 

Carolyn Coil, wife of visiting priest, 

Father Doug Coil,  contributed the 

foreword.   

Personal stories from St. Jude’s 

were written by Cordelia Burt, Dan 

Garrett, Don Hatch, Deborah John-

son, Phyl Laymon, Teri Martindale, 

Faye Miller, Karen Pucci, Cynnie 

Salley, Ginger Stewart and Thom 

White.   

Several of our visiting priests also 

offered their stories, such as The 

Reverends Elaine Clayborne Barber, 

Thomas Buechele,  Jim Bornzin, 

Celine Burke, Douglas Coil,       

Constance Garrett, Mary Janda,   

Dr. Dennis Maynard, and Jeanne 

Rasmussen. 

Divine Aloha, seeks to unravel the 

mystery of how and why St. Jude’s 

is a beacon of light in Ocean View. 

The book began as a request by  

visiting priests who expressed a   

desire to take the “St. Jude’s Model” 

back to their communities. Priests 

were interested in a template, that 

could help other small churches    

develop their talents and resources, 

in the similar fashion of St. Jude’s.  

They wanted something in print with 

an outline or a formula.  

What started out as a rather simple 

task, actually turned into an          

impossible one. Cindy Cutts, a    

seasoned author, accepted the  

challenge. But as Cutts began to  

research and interview church lead-

ers, she discovered that there was 

no template to be recorded. St. 

Jude’s success was not because of 

a magic formula or a set of rules or 

a checklist of ideas.  

What Cutts found through numerous 

brainstorming sessions, interviews 

and storytelling, was a prevailing 

theme of love and a tangible interac-

tion with the Holy Spirit.   

Divine Aloha reveals that the St. 
Jude’s Model is basically a strong 
faith and members getting out of the 
way to let the Holy Spirit work 
through outreach.   

The book is available through the 
church, by contacting Cordelia Burt.  
It is also availa-
ble on Amazon.    
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   St. Jude’s Weekly Schedule 

During COVID-19 Suspensions 
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WHAT’S COOKIN’ AT  

ST. JUDE’S? 

For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a 
stranger, and you invited me into your home.      Matthew 25:35 

  12 

Christmas Cranberry White Chocolate Blondies 
     

Ingredients 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions

 

 1. Preheat oven to 350°. Melt the butter; stir in the brown sugar. Cool slightly. 

 2. Add eggs, 1 egg at a time, beating well after each addition. Beat in vanilla. Mix in flour, 

baking powder, salt. Stir in chopped fresh cranberries and white chocolate chips (batter will be 

thick). Spread into a greased 13x9-in. pan. 

 3. Bake until golden brown and a toothpick inserted in center comes out clean (do not over-

bake), 18-21 minutes. Cool completely on a wire rack. 

 4. For frosting,  put 2/3 cup heavy whipping cream in a microwave safe bowl that will hold 2 

cups. Heat cream in microwave for 90 seconds.  Pour 1 cup white chocolate chips into cream 

and allow chips to melt for about 2 minutes. Stir gently until chocolate is melted. Keep stirring 

until mixture is creamy smooth. Drizzle a design over blondies and sprinkle with chopped 

dried cranberries. 

 5. Cut into triangles or squares. Refrigerate in airtight container. 

 3/4 cup butter, cubed 

 1-1/2 cups packed light brown sugar 

 2 eggs 

 3/4 teaspoon vanilla extract 

 2-1/4 cups all-purpose flour 

 1-1/2 teaspoons baking powder 

 1/4 teaspoon salt 

 1/2 cup chopped fresh cranberries 

  1 cup white chocolate chips 

 FROSTING: 

 2/3 cup heavy whipping cream 

½ cup chopped DRIED cranberries 
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Church Yard 
Continued from page 3 

said, “Wow, I don’t know who 
made the stuffing, but it is the 
best I have ever tasted”. 

There were 9 volunteers work-
ing on the preparation and 
serving for this event. 

This project served 120 meals. 

 

Ka’u School District Gives 
out Supplies and Comput-
ers: The Ka’u school district 
used St. Jude’s facilities 
monthly to distribute school 
supplies and computers.  

Ka’u Mobile Learning Hub: 
Many of the Ka’u students don’t have ac-
cess to the internet; so, the Ka’u school 
has set up four mobile learning hubs to 
provide internet access, and they have 
teachers there to help the students.   

The St. Jude’s hub is located in the lower 
parking lot and also inside the church. 
There is no limit on the number of stu-
dents.  As more students arrive, they set 
up another table with a student at each 
end.  They can spread out across the en-
tire parking lot.  The limiting factor is how 
many computers can access St. Jude’s 
two wi-fi networks before it gets too slow. 

I usually drop by to make sure everything 
is ok every couple of days. One time I 
counted 20 students working.  They said 
the internet was very slow. 

We upgraded both of our internet connec-
tions to the fastest connection Aloha 
Broadband has.  

After the upgrade, the Aloha Broadband 
technician said that each of the Wi-Fi’s 
should be able to handle 12-15 connec-
tions before overloading. 

St. Jude’s continues recording the 
church service and posting on our 

Web: St. Jude’s Bishop’s Committee has 
elected to continue recording the church 
service and post it on our web site. 

Their reasoning was, with the quarantine 
in place any arriving priest would be quar-
antined in McKinney Place, our vicarage, 
for two weeks before they could lead a 
service at St. Jude’s, and since our next 
several priests are scheduled for only one 
month each, it simply wouldn’t work for 
them. 

The priests scheduled to be here in per-
son are working with our staff to record 
their sermons from their home or church. 

We thought we might go back to live ser-
vices in December, but we just learned 
that the earliest we will have a priest here 
is January 2021, and depending on travel 
restrictions it may be delayed past then.  

The Bishop’s Committee used emails to 
conduct most of the church business. 
They also use Zoom.  There is a Zoom 
Bishops Committee meeting scheduled 
for Sunday, Nov. 22

nd
. 

 

See “More yard” continued on page 17 

St. Jude’s Community Thanksgiving meal 

served 120 take-out meals.  
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Continued on page 15 From Gluesticks Blog  
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Continued from page 14 
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In our prayers… 

 
Thanksgiving: 
We offer thanksgiving for the many answered prayers we have received at St. Jude’s. 
 

This month we pray for:  
Grateful hearts, kindness, tender-hearted forgiveness & love in our relationships; 

 
Health protection, in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic:  for our kupuna, our 
loved ones, our leaders, our medical personnel, ourselves.  
 

Healing: Rev. Cathy, John, Michael, Linda, Laura, Bill, Father Bob, John, Cathy, 
Maxine, Brittnee, Doug, Pat, Kepi, Bob, Steve, Lorraine, Pynne, Richard, Carol, 
Cade, Joe, Brian, Ginger, Bill, Elaine, Angie, Charlotte, Marvelle, Nancie, Tammie.  
 
Strength, peace and comfort for care-givers or families of those who are ill or 
who suffer loss.  

 

Healing and restoration of broken hearts, finances, families and relationships. 

 

Safety for all who are traveling; peace for those who unable to travel.  

 

Safety, wisdom and courage for front liners: for all those in protective or public      
service (law enforcement, firefighters, emergency responders, military personnel, 
teachers, administrators, clergy, physicians, nurses, medical team members, civil 
leaders, cashiers, truck drivers, postal employees, and all essential workers). 

 

For all who are navigating a new school year and a new learning style.  The  
children who study at the St. Jude’s Learning Hub.  

 

For protection from COVID-19, natural disasters, violence and tragedy:  we pray 
for restoration of lives, financial loss and displacement of families forever impacted;  

 

For the re-opening of our church and all her ministries, in a safe environment of 
warmth, music, Holy Communion and divine connection.  
 

For our shower clients: that they will continue to feel our love, in the midst of crisis. 

  

Blessings, wisdom, energy, enthusiasm, discernment and encouragement for 
the leaders of St. Jude’s and for the many volunteers who keep our church operating;  
and for local, national and international world leaders, help us to work together.   
 
Lord, hear our prayer.  

16 
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More yard 
Continued from page 13 

The main reason for this meeting is to work on ways to open St. Jude’s back up.  
We have a priest scheduled for February, and we need to plan on how to start up.  

Big Island Giving Tree (BIGT) is open in our lower parking lot on Saturday, Dec. 
12

th
, 8:30 am until 12:00 noon. 

Everyone must wear masks and keep well apart from each other. 

Computer Lab: The Computer lab is in a small room with the computers 1-2 feet 
apart.  There is no way to socially distance and sterilizing the computer, table, and 
chair between users will be almost impossible; so, we closed the lab on Saturday, 
March 14

th
 and it will be closed until Further Notice. 

Education for Ministry (EMF) class has been continued using Zoom to meet as a 
distributed class. 

Aloha Hour using Zoom: After our Sunday service, St. Jude’s always has an    
Aloha Hour with a potluck lunch.  Many of the church members miss sitting around 
discussing what was going on in our friend’s lives; so, we started having a Zoom 
aloha hour each Sunday at 10:00 am until 11:00 am.   

It isn’t a cozy as meeting in person is, but a big plus is that several of our priests 
have joined us for our Zoom Aloha hour.  

Women’s Bible Study using Zoom: Many of our ladies miss the weekly Women’s 
Bible study gatherings; so, they have started hosting the weekly meeting using 
Zoom.  

 

Faye’s Chicken & Rice 

hot meal plate was very 

well received.  

Thanksgiving dinner included turkey, 

mashed potatoes, stuffing, green beans 

and (not pictured) pumpkin pie.  
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DIVINE ALOHA 
BY  C I N DY  C U T T S ,  E D I T O R  I N  C H I E F  

Divine Aloha, a book 

about St. Jude’s was 

released this week. It’s a collection of 

stories about St. Jude’s, and includes 

many familiar bylines.  It’s taken me   

almost three years to get this story in 

print, and I am so proud of all the writers 

that helped me make it happen. 

When I first ac-

cepted the chal-

lenge to put St. 

Jude’s model 

down on paper, I 

didn’t think it would 

be a difficult as-

signment.  A visit-

ing priest and I had 

a conversation about how nice it would 

be to take the “St. Jude’s Model” back to 

his home diocese and share what was 

working for us, here in Ocean View.  I 

have written several books, so without 

hesitation, I accepted the challenge. No 

problem, I thought.  

I gathered a few church leaders together 

and scheduled some interviews. People 

were enthusiastic about the idea of a 

book and kind in trying to share their 

thoughts with me. I asked dozens of 

questions about how and why St. Jude’s 

runs the way it does.  I learned a lot 

about Episcopal tradition, policies and 

procedures, the Hawaiian/Episcopal his-

torical connections, local church back-

story and through it all, I took copious 

notes. I observed the admirable charac-

ter of our church leaders, and zeroed in 

on the strong relationships within the 

church. I loved how people remembered 

church history   

differently, and I 

enjoyed putting 

the puzzle of     

antiquity together. 

But whenever I sat 

down to actually 

write about the “St. 

Jude’s Model,” 

nothing seemed to 

materialize. At least nothing anyone 

would want to read or “model.”  

After about two years of starting and 

stopping on this book project, I finally 

put it aside and decided that if and when 

God wanted St. Jude’s story to be told, 

he’d let me know.  I didn’t have Writer’s 

Block, this was more like Spirit Block.  

There was a story to be told, I just hadn’t 

figured out how to tell it yet. I saved the 

file and when I bought a new laptop, I 

didn’t even transfer the file over. I was  

See “Cutts” continued on page 19 

I think it shows the love, 
grace, faith, commitment 
and hard work of the St. 
Jude’s culture.  

                            Cindy Cutts 
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Cutts 

Continued from page 18 

so busy, there wasn’t time to think about 

a story that didn’t want to tell itself.  

But, I’m not a quitter! And when the  

pandemic roared its ugly head, and I  

realized that the stay-at-home order was 

going to last more than a week or so, I 

started looking for things to do. And 

while looking for some photos on my old 

laptop, I stumbled upon the St. Jude’s 

story file.  

In that file, I had saved several stories 

that were printed in Talk Story over the 

years. As I read them, I could hear the 

voices of the authors; I could hear the 

music of their laughter, the hiccups in 

their tears, the warmth in the love they 

had written about their experience at St. 

Jude’s.  In sort of an epiphany, or a mild 

bolt of lightning, I suddenly knew how to 

tell St. Jude’s story.  

This month, we are releasing what I 

think is a delightful collection of stories 

that showcase St. Jude’s church.  It’s 

titled, Divine Aloha, Stories from St. 

Jude’s Episcopal Church.  I don’t know 

if it actually offers a “template” for the 

“St. Jude’s Model,” as originally request-

ed, but I think it shows the love, grace, 

faith, commitment and hard work of the 

St. Jude’s culture.  

I went to my “A list” for publishing      

professionals on this book. I am so 

proud of the cover, designed by graphic 

design artist, Nicole Buenaventura; it 

seems to gently splash for attention. I 

also love the interior art, by Debbie 

Johnson. Cynnie and Cordelia proofed 

and fact checked and proofed again  

multiple times, even after the pro’s had a 

crack at it.  Don cheerfully gave me so 

many numbers and statistics!  Beverly 

was, as always, my cheerleader. Thom 

and Buddy were especially supportive.  I 

am deeply grateful for all the contribu-

tions from the story tellers featured in the 

book. Your willingness to be bold and 

share your vulnerabilities gives our book 

an authentic voice. Congratulations! You 

did a great job!  Our visiting priests sto-

ries, warmed my heart. Thank you!  

I think the timing of the release is of di-

vine providence.  We are beginning to 

see signs of the end of the pandemic. A 

vaccine is on the horizon and here on 

the Big Island, our numbers are relative-

ly low. Before COVID struck us down, 

St. Jude’s was one “happening place” 

and overflowing with activity. The Holy 

Spirit was bursting through Ocean View, 

as our little church met need after need 

in the community, accepting everyone, 

and treating membership like a big, 

noisy family.   

As you read, Divine Aloha, my wish is 

that you will see yourself described in 

the many outreach efforts showcased. I 

hope you will recall the warmth and love 

of our church family and that you will find 

yourself just as itchy and excited to get 

St. Jude’s back up and running again as 

I am.   

If you want a copy of Divine Aloha, see 

Cordelia. She ordered a whole box of 

them. Or you can also order it on       

Amazon.  Just put “Divine Aloha Cutts” 

on the   Amazon search bar and it will 

pop right up.            Enjoy!       Cindy 
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Carols in the car!  
 3:30 p.m. Christmas Eve 

Church Lower Parking Lot 

Plans are underway for a Christmas Eve Caroling event, 

in the lower parking lot at St. Jude’s. Members are invited 

to strategically park their cars (there will be a parking at-

tendant), roll down their windows  

and sing Christmas carols.  

This event begins at 3:30 p.m.   

Details are still being finalized, so watch your email for 

more information.  

Zoom LIVE  

Worship Service 

6 p.m. 

At Home 

In front of your device   

                                                           Using Zoom 
         Stay tuned for more information, details and links.  
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Tuesdays @ 9  a.m. on Zoom 

Cynnie & Teri are 

Mentors 

Talk Story  
A monthly news magazine published by St. Jude’s Episcopal Church  

in Ocean View, Hawaii. 
P.O. Box 6026 ~ 92-8606 Paradise Circle ~ Ocean View, Hawai'i   96737 ~ (808) 939-7555 

  Email :  StJudeHawaii@bak.rr.com              

Previous Talk Story editions available on our website at www.stjudeshawaii.org 
 

Publisher: St. Jude’s Episcopal Church  Production Manager:  Richard Burt 

Editor-in-chief: Cindy Cutts  ~  Contributing Editor Don Hatch    

Photographer:  Don Hatch 

Columnists & Contributors: Don Hatch, Cordelia Burt 

Anna Towner, Karen Pucci 

 

Proofreader & Fact Checker: Beverly Nelson, Cordelia Burt, Cynnie Salley 

We welcome submissions! 
Submission Guidelines: 500 words maximum.  

Uplifting, informational and reflective stories, news, 

recipes, photos, memories, etc.   

 

For more guideline details visit  www.stjudeshawaii.org  
 

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 20
th

 of each month.  
Authors retain copyrights to their submissions 

 Mistakes happen …  If you find a typo or tiny error in this publication, please do not report it. We don’t want to know.  

Lemonade Party 

Temporarily Suspended 

Monthly Church Clean up                       

Check email for               

Zoom links       

Mondays 

10 a.m. 

Via  

ZOOM  

mailto:StJudeHawaii@bak.rr.com

